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ABSTRACT
The in-depth nature of this study gives an integrated picture of the role of cooperative 
learning instruction in ESL comprehension of a short story, i.e. a form of narrative 
text. The study aimed to examine three aspects of a short story comprehension using 
cooperative learning instruction among form four secondary school ESL learners. The 
research questions are: 1) Is there any significant difference in the performance of the 
ESL students’ reading comprehension of a short story in terms of plot, characterization 
and theme due to cooperative learning instruction?, 2) Is there any significant 
difference in the overall performance of the ESL students’ reading comprehension of a 
short story due to cooperative learning instruction? and 3) What are the ESL students’ 
perceptions of cooperative learning instruction on their comprehension of a short 
story? A total of 72 ESL students from two classes of a secondary school participated 
in the study. One form four class formed the experimental group, and the other formed 
the control group. The ESL students in the experimental group used the cooperative 
learning instruction in comprehending the short story, while the ESL students in the 
control group used the individualistic traditional learning instruction. Two types of 
tests were used: a) literary test, and b) pretest and posttest. The analyses of data for 
this study involved the calculation of the differences in performance between the 
experimental and the control groups in the literary test in terms of plot, 
characterization and theme of the short story. Statistical analyses of the data revealed 
three important findings. Firstly, the ESL students in the experimental group 
performed better than the control group in understanding the plot, characterization and 
theme of the short story. Secondly, the cooperative learning instruction had significant 
facilitative effect on the ESL subjects’ overall comprehension performance of the 
short story. Thirdly, the subjects in the experimental group had positive perception 
towards cooperative learning instruction in comprehending a short story. In general, 
the current study fully supports the use of cooperative learning instruction for 
improving ESL students’ comprehension of a short story which is one type of 
narrative text.
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
This section gives an overview of the background of the study pertaining to literature 
instruction in Malaysian ESL classrooms. An understanding of the statement of the 
problem associated with the purpose and the research questions would provide a clear 
rationale and objective of the study. The focus on the significance of the study and the 
terminology of the study following it would conclude the section.
1.1 Background to the Study 
1.1.1 Literature Instruction in Malaysian ESL Classrooms
English is taught as a second language in all primary and secondary schools in 
Malaysia. It is in line with its status as a second language in the country. 
According to Richards (1985), in countries where English language is not the 
mother tongue of the majority of the population, but it still functions as an 
official language, that is, as the sole or major language of law, government, 
education, business, and the media, it is usually referred to as a second language. 
Thus, when English functions as a second language, that is, where it is used 
alongside with other languages, the status of the learners is called English as 
Second Language (ESL) students. Students are taught the English language to 
enable them to use the language to further their studies and for work purposes.
As for the Malaysian Ministry of Education, the English syllabus aims to 
enhance ESL learners’ English language proficiency in order to meet their need 
for English in everyday life, for knowledge acquisition, and for future workplace
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